November 80, 1961

Dr. J.L. Strominger

Department of Pharmacology
Washington University

School of Medicine

Fuclid Avenue and Kingshighway
St. touis, Missouri

Dear Jack:
| appreciate your thoughtfulness in your letter of NMovember 28,

As a matter of fact, we have put quite & bit of work into polyvinyl
alcohol-iodine filtars and have been able to Improve them quite substantiailly
over the published reports. We found that methocil constitutes a better
base for staining with fodine than polyvinyl alcohol does. Some of our
best filters have a peak transmission of aimost 50 with considerably less
than 1% transmission In the side bands.

Cation X works quite nicely when used to Impregnate poiyvinyl alcoho!
and is sometimes of considerable advantage in combination with the PVA~|
filter. There are also some Innovatlons by Childs that are quite interesting
by way of single crystal NiSo, filters - referred in the Journal of the
Optical Soclety of Amerlcag, August 1961,

| have an asslistant now who s quite adept at making these filters
and if thés can be of any use to you, please let me know., Ve did play
around qulite a blt with trying to Improve the technique of producing them,
for exemple, Incorporating the lodine directly in the casting solution, but
we had our best results by the method described In the enciosure.

Yours sincerely,
Joshua Lederberg
Professor of Genetlics

onc,

P.S. The author of that famous scientific article In Time actually sent me
a spontaneous apology!
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